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Neighborhood Odes
Analyze Language
A simile compares two things that are not alike, using the words “like” or “as.” 
(for example: “The hot air was like a dragon’s breath.”) Many similes appear 
throughout Neighorhood Odes. Review them in the left column below. Then write 
what the speaker really means in the right column. Be sure to explain how you 
know this. The first one is done for you.

Simile Meaning and Explanation

“That toe got bigger than my real big 

toe, like a balloon on its way up.” (Page 8)

The speaker is saying that the toe got 
very swollen. I know this because the toe 
is compared to a rising balloon.

“He loves his shoes, Cloth like a sail. 

Rubber like a lifeboat on a rough sea.” 

(Page 22)

“ . . . Those tall trees they say drink like 

elephants.” (Page 27)

“They stood for us, heavy with wool, 

as they moved like a dirty cloud over 

a hill . . . ” (Page 41)
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