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Help Wanted: Selected Stories
Theme
The theme is the subject of a book. To learn the theme in Help Wanted: Selected 
Stories, answer the questions in the boxes labeled “Clue” below. Then review your 
answers for a common theme. Then explain it on the lines provided below.

In “Yeah, Right”, how are Javier and Veronica different? By the end of the 
story, how does Javier feel about this difference? Explain.

In “The Sounds of Love,” are Norma and Samuel a good match? Why or 

why not? How is the boy in the marching band a good match for Norma?

In “Sorry, Wrong Family,” what does Carolina want from her family? Does 

she succeed in getting it? How does she feel about it? 

A theme can often be expressed in a few words or a sentence. (for example, 

courage, relationships, and having doubts) Based on the clues above, what 

theme do these stories have in common? What do you think the author’s 

feelings are about this theme?
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