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Any Small Goodness

Analyze Language

Figurative language is descriptive words and phrases that say one thing, but
actually mean something else. Throughout Any Small Goodness, the author uses
figurative language to describe things in a fun and interesting way. Review the
figurative language below. Then explain what the author really means, and how
you know in the boxes provided.

1. “At every chance she turns ‘Arturo’ on her tongue, like a pearl.” (p. 13)

2. “Our sofa’s so soft, sitting on it’s like being swallowed by a clam.” (p. 36)

3. “My hair wakes up stupid.” (p. 37)

4. “They dance like they’re still at football practice, like they’re swimming

in refried beans....” (p. 85)

5. “And Mami—her eyes hold a hurt so deep, you couldn’t dig it out with a
backhoe.” (p. 97)
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