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Great Debates: It’s Your  
Right! (Maybe)
Fact and Opinion
A fact is a statement that can be proven. An opinion is a personal feeling or belief. 
As you read, look for each sentence below. Write whether each statement is a fact 
or an opinion. The first two are done for you.

1.	 “I should be allowed to bring my cell phone to school in case of an  

emergency, like if I get sick.” ____________

2.	A company that keeps track of cell-phone usage took a survey. ____________

3.	This 16-year-old is from Pennsylvania. ____________

4.	Freedom of speech is important. ____________

5.	“I think it is a good idea to take unhealthy foods out of vending machines  

in schools,” says Veronica Van Heel. ____________

6.	A school should not make decisions about what students can eat. ___________

7.	 Noel Sharkey is a robot expert. ____________

8.	Robots are programmed to deal with specific situations. ____________

“Should Cell Phones Be Allowed in Schools?” (Pages 8–9)

“Should Schools Have Dress Codes or Uniforms?”  
(Pages 14–15)

“Should the Government Ban Junk Food in Schools?” 
(Pages 20–21)

“Should Students Have a Teacher Robot?” (Pages 26–27)

Opinion

Fact
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